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MATIDT BG ABA Ni mAD ire 
II. MIDDLE-SEA AND LEAR-SEA 


Middle-sea: the Mediterranean. lLear-Sea: the English Channel, 

and more especially the western approaches. In the Irish mytho- 
logical tradition we have Manannan mac Lir 'a renowned trader 

who dwelt in the Isle of Man’... the best pilot in the west 

of Europe', who was called £4 'god #f the sea' and 'son of hhe 
sea*® by both the Scots (i.e.Irish} and the Britons, and the Isle 
of Man (Inis Wetlens) was named after him'. (Rees, p.31). In 

Welsh we have the corresponding Manawydan, son of Liyr: (Hence 

the title of D.'s /MaAnAy 'Manawydan's Glass Door', reproduced 

in Robin 746K Ironside's David Jones ( 'Penguin Modern Painters 


ing (in Epoch and Artist, pp.4465) of the mixture of leg- 


eee: 


end and history that surrounds the early monarchy ib Britain, D. 
ays, ‘And behing such figures of true historicity, however over- 
laid with pseudo-history, there are yet other figures such as 
Lear, who is said to equate with the god NAn Rs tian called 
Celtic deity of the elements, so of estuaries 
and harbourage and port, so made to serve as the eponymous figure 
of the port called London!. ZA/A/KOLE/OK/BA/ OAL ROL/ EVES KABA / KE 
KAKE/EKE/ AAELLANE/ «On page 97 we have the spelling 'Leir' ('when 


at 


he stood into / Leir's river'), so that, for all the vagueness 


. 


and fluidity of identification, the Lear who ultimately, through 

Geoffrey of Monmouth, became the Lear of Shakespeare, may very 
his 

well give NW*~S name to the sea into which will sail the early 


trader from the Mediterranean whom we meet in this part of the 


poem. {— | A 


Twelve hundred years: If we.take the fall of Troy, to have occurred 


about 1200 BE, the birth of Christ as 5 Be or 4 BC, and his Passion 
43 years later, this date fits in with the date at the end of 

part L. See note 8, page 184. There is going to be some difficul- 
ty in harmonising later dates esactly. 


one doused her light: this was Electra, whose light is dimmed 


D. has an illuminating comment on this, written, in sient ee con-= 


nection with a later passage, fin Redrait, pp.» 119-70. where the 
. n> - ~ h Y) 4. . 1. lf Aannayt A Th apn ae 3 

shipwright says 'tell the Wop, to-go-to / Canute / .. . (though 
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he's many times before his time) :'Apart from the straight quot- 
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themata and in a_sense meant to apply to the w 


a ia 13 ohall make fc uN ras Pore h ia time agaidq hv 
q ROD nEecie rLe EP snatt LLL CA qs, DOL as LLVvo i OL S Pb SP) CLM a) 5 CAL WY 
4] Th a i 7 


“hyo fe eS Toya Np Rae iil ME aR A a eens Roe SOR pe 2A AO DR SR bt 
the Fool, as he was supposed to be of Lear’s period whereas 'Mer- 
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of mixed end, hnmstory and genuine nytne’ (Ll adopt the worc 
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uadens of the Severn estuary, who had a special shrine at 


Tran x 5 (L166 PD at ah ) ad a y | y Tate ala 
Lydney ' fin Gloucestershire, surprisingly late, too - 


J » & 9 * J 
? Ayndg/ ‘and had fire-rites (cf. the Vestal fires and cf. EF it) 


and quite lateish in the Roman occupation of Britain was given 


OUt Lt Wonaer 11 onakespeare KneW anything about this Celtic sea- 


Ra TAL Ce) Gaye nire tS Will Omicine hree waves in some Nordic-lrish 


fs wv ln 4 eC CALs Comin ¢ ho Acdiceld 
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rather then doused, because Dardanus, the founder of Troy, was 
her son by Zeus. If you look directly at the Pleiades, you will 
be able to count six stars. The seventh becomes apparent only 
if*you*turn your head a little to one side, when the light, falls 
on the outer and more sensitive part of the retina. Others say 
that the one who doused her light was Merope, in her shame at 
being the only one to bear a child to a mortal (she bore Glaucus 
nd Sisyphus - hence her name, Merope, or mortal). Their names 
pre Maia, Electra, Taygete, Alcyone, Celaeno, Sterope or Aster- 
ope, and Merope. There is a further appropriateness in their in- 
troduction here, in that their rising and setting marked the 


Kr 


opening and closing of the sailing season in the eastern Medit- 
since they dragged him and notes: D. follows Vergil, rather then 
Homer} who describes Achilles as dragging Hector round the fun- 
eral mound of Patroclus. Servius, the fourthecentury commenta- 
tor on Vergil, #K64/ suggests that 'gerens' means ‘displaying 
with pride! his honourable wounds; but it is more suitable for 
us (note % 5) to connect the wounds with the 'envy and malice! 
of the Achaeans, whose ‘laughter was cruel, taunting his still- 
ness: "Gentler to our handling a dead man's peace than raging 

in battle, firing the ships''.' 

many of them: gives a slightly different sense to the Vergilian 
text from that given in the literal translation in the note. 
neque decor: we may note that these words are from one of the 
‘Songs of the servant of Yahweh', who suffers for the sins of the 


people. tn notes; for eG road ter. 


What centuries less: i.e. until Romulus and kKemus and the foun- 
dation of Rome in 753 BC. 
the sign-years in Saturn's tellus: '‘sign-years' for the reasons 


given in-note 4, Saturn's tellus: cf. “Aeneid viii. 519ff, where 


Evander explains to Aeneas how Saturn, expelled by Jupiter, 


settled in Italy. His reign was the golden age of tradition. 
Then (1.329) 'saepius et nomen posuit Saturnia tellus', time 
and again the land of Saturn laid aside her name. In the word 
'religio' is contained the notion of a bond or restraint, so 
that there is a complex interplay of meanings in ‘even for the 
Of rule, whose religio is rule': the material instrument for 
measurement, or ruler, the immaterial bond of respect for the 
sacred, the material restraints imposed by the 'world-orderers', 
the immaterial notion of order, the most material cupidities 
of the 'world-syndicate', of which Augustine speaks. (Imust 


sage from Aug istinesy for such sayings ar 


— 


PUutda hevne e illum- 


a) 


inateady and sometimes quaritiea by “their context). “—— 
Anabasis suggests to us a going up-country, but the verb 
ALABALNS/MEANS/ anabainein means to mount or go on board a ship 


which is appropriate to Aeneas's journey from Troy to Italy, to 


. al 


be followed by the move 'by land' from Aeneas's city of Lavin- 

ium to Alba Longa, built by his son Ascanius, and finally to 

the 'fore-chosen site' of Romulus's Rome. 

ick at world-syndicate we have a hint of the coming of the 
f/ Vile megalopolis which will flatten out all small and sacred 
differences: a theme developed in several of the poems in The 
Sleeping Lord. Cf. also, pp. 89-90, ‘the end of the beginning 
oe « the’ syndicate's agent . .».-the beginnings of .the end .. 
the waxing of the megalopolis', and, at the top of p. 86, the 


juxtaposition of the legion's aquila with the Augustinian 


decalogue, dodecalogue: the Twelve Tables were engraved on 
tablets of bronze (BC 450-51) and were the first codhfication 
of, and the foundation of, Roman law. With this passage cf. p. 
50, 'the tokens, “the matrices . .'. etc’. 

The heaven-appointec beast of grey: the wolf which suckled the 
twins Romulus and Remus provides a thread which chifichanaly runs 


thRough the fabric of D.'s work, both pictorial and poetical. 


Middleesea and Lear-sea 5A 


What Augustihe says (De Civitate Dei, IV.4) is: 'Remota 
WAZLLEHA itaque iustitia quid sunt regna nisi magna 
latrocinia? quia et latrocinia quid sunt nisi parva 
regna'. 'If you take away justice, what are kingdoms but 


wf) 
4 
e 


large-scale robberies? for what are robberies, too, but 


Ww 
petty khngdoms?'.(It is more congvenient af latrocimium 
can be translated 'criminal gang@'). David, it will be 
. intro- 
oticed, changes Aughstine's emphasis; the latter ZKt674 
MS 


duces the notion of justice, and uses regnum, not imperium. 


David's 'whose robbery is conterminovs with empire! is 


: a lg ba va cP 
a much more devestating criticism of RKome. 4 Ne 
< A, 
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Pi Page Page 86 1G ee Ct ~ Resid eV GOS LA Chen Sec 
me é viele ain, .. 
The story of Castor and Pollux at the battle of Lake Regillus 


(BC 496), when the Romans, under the dictator Posthumius,over- 
whelmed the Latins who were seeking to restore the banished Tar- 


quin, is reminiscent of the 'Mons Angels! of 1914: and in 
have 
'working parts' and 'front-area muck' we ¢¢4Ad a link with the 


vocabulary of the Great War and In Parenthesis: so 'square-pushing' 
below. 
-appears to record the 


Our 'dim-eyed Clio' of page 68 re 

birth to Rhea Silvia, or Iulia, of the twins Romulus and Re- 
her 

mus, after Ké 'sacred commerce! with Mars. In 'her', ‘him', 
we have the characteristic 'no names, no pack-drill' method of | 
referring to the principals concerned. 'Strider' is most apt 
(even if the scholars will not accept the connection of pradus 
with gradivus) for it has the further association of the war- 
rantg officer's 'pace-stick', #f4d/# an instrument like a large 
pair of dividers used to determine the exact length of the par- 
ade-ground pace, and carried almost as a AA¢¢4A symbol of office 
ey ; 


the squat Georgie: because he was eae originally a georgos 


ab oe Vio 
| Nana L CE banger 
tillervote the land. St ed tar 
: p CALC CL y 
prevent us continually: 'prevent*,must be understood in the 


light of the accompanying 'Verticordia' and 'grace', as when we 
speak of 'prevenient grace! - 'a grace which moves the will spon- 


aneously, unfreely, making it incline to God! (Donald Attwater"s 


Avani ts Cex, Men page 4 Are_ 


0 ayer base” hep. (0.5 


Catholic Dictionary). 'Unfreely' may be applied both to the seiz- 


ing of the girl and to the fulfilment of destiny. 

constant Arcturus: constant, because he never ceases to watch 
the Bear, (arctos, bear; ouros, guardian). Vu¢/E4ré¢kK s/h Fed /LUKE 
LAME /WEEUAEE, ait /UPELB EMA TELA/ 1d /YME/ ddd PLEX ALL DA /MNE/ADH/ CALLA 
EDULBKLAE/LME/AOMAN ES /BOOLEDA/LL EL /EKE/ KEL ABAAN/ MNS / EMAL AS/LKE 
BEM ER/DKEN/ 4/ OY /ELEAK/ BEAL « WES ADLS/LKE/AARE/AOL/ EOS LKE/ LOKEL ELA 
LAKULOKA, /BDL/KO/LKE/ BLL EDL EBL/ FEAL «Arcturus, or Arctophylaxf ws 
the name of the circumpolar constellation (yfjamy, never setting, 
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and so 
héx/bé regarded as constant) which we now call Bootes, con- 


fining ‘Arcturus! to the brightest startin 1 by 9 
aligned to the southward: Roman augurs looked to the 

south, Greek to the north. 'The sacred routine! of the sur-~ 
veyors, in note 3, derives its sacred character from its asso- 
ciation with the procedure of the augurs, who marked out in 
this way the sectangle which formed the templum. At the inter- 
section of the first two lines they set up the tabernaculum 

or tent, therentrance. to which, facedd south... ‘Inaugurator", 


in; the terrible inaugurator, gains, great weight from. this 


double sense, of the ritually controlled observation and of 


the begetting of the Roman people. 


Page 88 


his pelvic sway: most gruesomely reminiscent of a certain type 


Of self-satistied N.C.O. Clarissimiy ¢fo*egrePius, ‘earlier: p. 
= 
(7. 


o 


aquilian iv. uroebbery: ci.'mobberyconterminous: with. empire’ 


— 


on p. 85.Here we have the addition of the legion's star 
with the eagle, and the ingenious reference to the banner of 


love. 


Half a millenium or so: giving us the same date, i.e. some 

500 years since the expulsion of the kings and the institution 
in 

of the Roman Republic, Z7@/4/ B.C. 509. This matches the date at 

the head of p. 89 (539 years from the date of the first consuls 


gives us" A.D. 2 50)% Lucumo is an Etruscan word for a prince or 


ruler - hence abasileutos, without a king. 


ausrnsian. ALA 


Page 89 


The date at the head of the page (A.D.40) again agrees. In the 
'inscription' paragraph, 'carried', with its half-echo of 'quar- 


ried', may well be used because 6£f it suggests 'squared', as when 


we speak of 'quarry (i.e. carré, square) tiles' or a 'quarrel' 
— a 1 the ' 2 
@ V+ SQuarc biet ‘ena fare a Crrm-ba) 


stronger 


t refers to when the Etruscan power 


a while proscribed the necessary 
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On 


154 
Ke One hundred and sixty-seven years: it was in B.C. 7A that 


Tiberius Gracchus tried to re-distribute the public lands, 
and so restore the small farmers, overwhelmed by the city 


capitalists who worked their vast estates by slave labour. 


And in the next year, he and 4300 of his supporters were club- 
extremists of the 

bed to death by the/senatorial party. Here the date does not 

fit so we@l, for the answer we get is A.D.435. 'The waste-land'! 

links the Koman situation to our own situation, through the 


image common to both - 'Pellam's land; and Mebeter's vineyard 


/ 
reinforces the ‘organized brigandage/ theme from August pee 
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in came the Principate: 68 years from the inauguration of the 4 ¥ 
pe a eee ee : a) \) 
; ; R y ; 1} ] oh ene Wares 5 } - ra 1 
Principate in B.C. 27 gives us the awkward date of A.D. 4k2. iV Say 
Ss 
The growth of the megalopolis will be accompanied ('the acute YY sv 
5 5 Hs ms) $s.) 
- Po 
: - ’ i ais “be NON BD 
coarsening of the forms') by a corresponding poetic degrada- S 
FEN 
_ ae 
tion, and in the following pages we have an artistic history ie Tt. 
"og ik) Bso 
which parallels the account of the emergence of poiesis/ we ut Petes 
‘ (f 3, 2 
i RY v 4 is ae S S 
xe found in 'Rite and Fore-time'. From approximately thé same Se =a! 


. w~point in time as has been adopted earlier, we now look back at 


the Dorian invasion of Greece, in the eleventh century 


ro 
Deve, 


which swapt away what remained off the civilization of Mycenae, 


and at the general introductiom of iron. Western culture is 
of the dark age must still learn 


being born, but (p.91) the 'jarls'/KAVE b/ ELTA / AbOK/ EB/APELO 


4 Asia Minor | 
S from Egypt, Crete and MVééepdtAsZA. There is much history concen- | 
~~ j 
.. trated in the paragraph, 'The makers of anathemata ... and new | 
as : 
god-fears'. We are seldom without a slanting modern reference, / 
: ) 
. and here we have 'rolled up the map .. utile... specifica= , 
mY . Gans 
on tions . ..Our Sea' to give us the Napoleonic Warsy industrial 
wt. manufacture, and Mussolini's Mare Nostrum. The age is obscure - 
“at Sea 


™ / and is the age dark? No tautology: the history of the period 


is obscure, and we may well AvAM compare it to what we gener- 


x pw 


fh e 


ally call the Dark Ages; this, again, lends point to the/AéAé 


S 


'second Spring' of page 91 and the corresponding vigour of 


7 


the early Middle Ages (p.92, 'West-wood springs new': cf. 'the 


sap-years' of page 49). 
p-y pag | | 
p. 91, six centuries) 


The next date/takes us back to 


seventh century B.C., typified by the calf-herd (moschophoros) 


of the text and note, and the Delectable Kore (p.92) with her 


many counterparts. Transalpine Eleanore is presemee-y Hlean- 


or of Aquitaine (romance, courtly love), who married as her 


second husband the future Henry II of England; bYx/A KELS/AECOME 
LANFANE/ that she accompanied her first husband, Louis VII of 
France, on crusade, gives her a slender link with Helen of the 
True Cross. For Helen as moon-goddess, see Jackson Knight, Ver- 
gil, Epic and Anthropology, p.90. It is to emphasise this con- 


~ } i : by “” as a 5 
nection that we have the accentuation Elene, Selene; and the 


connection is continued into the Helen of Britain (the Selen 


Aes A i Meth . a * ee REPRE Se : 
of Thule), or West-Helen. Of her D. writes:'The British origin 


of Helena (the mother of Constantine) can now, in every probab- 
ility, be dismissed as having no historical foundation, never- 
theless in tradtion she is paramount. In Welsh legend or in mat- 
erial mixed with Welsh legend she is almost Britannia herself. In 
that tangled story, she passes from pseudo-history into the realm 
of true myth. We discern her as the eternal matriarch. In the 


live. the emperor Maximus 
Welsh secular tale, The Dream of Macsen Wledig4,she is a figure 


of numinous beauty, whose Welsh brothers conquer& Rome. And in 
Christian hagiography she is associated more than any other woman 
- except one - with that instrument on the hill "where that young 
> 
prince of glory died® (Epoch and Artist, p. 44; see also p. 195 
for Elen Luyddog (Helen of the Hosts), wife of Maximus, and for 
the need 'to posit some kind of archetypal "Elen" from remote 
Celtic antiquity to account for the numinous power and spleddour' 
attaching to Honoee “lp o Lie Sp NS, 


This 'spring-time' takes us down to the 'skill-years' (foot 
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vt Marathon salvage: the vast statue of Athene Promachos (battle- 
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of vp. 93) BAL we may note the Christian flavour imparted by 


felix culpa which called for the virgin mother), with another 


Sibylline echo in Yafter the conflagrations/. 
(hope) | 
Spes/must look, I think, to 'O crux ave spes unica' in | 


Fortynatus's Vexilla regis. bear yh trum degel 
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symbol of hope (or am I imagining that?) /™: | ponders) 
iy mi 3 
Athens nee 
Vith the skill-years we are in fifth-century AAMAS (after a 
b.4 
Tt 
a glance, in as near a_thing as ever you saw at Wellington's é 
as Near 2 vAing as ever you = $ 
2 
remark about Waterloo: the nicety of art must have suggested ia 
< 
the nicety of strategic dispositions -—- cf. Epoch and Artist, . 
p. lol, where D, uses the art of strategy to illustrate the f 
\ 
point he is making). : 
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ne hundred and seventeen olympiads:in other words, if we 
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look back from our original point in time (somewhere bKétméEK ct 
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around A.D. 30) we are somewhere in the middle of the 4zx% 
fifth’ century B.C. (The first) Olympiad istarted in 776, and’ an A 
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d is a period of four years.) Pheidias was born about é 
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Aehéné/ is his gold and ivory Ax¢ALL tue of Athene, some of e 
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gold of which he was accused, in 432, of stealkng (and cleared 3 
himself). It stood in the Parthenon ('her Maiden's chamber'). . 
& 
Of good counsel, tower of ivory, and house of gold, are all 
. ; 
titles of Our Lady (Mater Boni Consilii, turris eburnea, domus 
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aurea). Is guilded a misprint, or intenionally so spelt? T & 
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snare has a double sense, as applied to academic sculptors, and 
s apblied to those who lose their hearts to the Parthenos - and 
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Persians Marathon (490). 
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gear captured 


(‘her alerted armament') 


the spear-point/could be 
they approached from Cape Sunium ('There's 
kes / caren you', p.96). 


titles (Polfe guardian of 


Tritogenian) 
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Ictian bay: i.e: Mount's Bay (Ictis: St. Michael's Mount). 


y,—should examine, clarify, and draw 


out-ena chart, exactly what course is followed_by this vessel, 


— 


a—it—out—with tare.) @vg. and will 


© 


that. veers. 2.ichey hope Lo, will not, :for if.it does it, williibecome 


hortherly, and they will be Lorced..south. ‘But. no,, the smiler 
draws south; it backs, and 'as that backs / that strengthens', 
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Page 103 
the solitary cantor: cf. the schola cantorum metaphor of the 
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Tlissus: ‘a.stream in ‘Attica which runs into the; sea near the 
port of Athens, at which (above pp. 95-6) they had called. 

matlos, so spelt in Partridge, for/MAkALh6x%/ French matelot, 
sailor, and still. current. 

Phaleron:the old port of Athens, in the bay of Salamis. 
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~ to 1go go to Dis in Lear's sea: Dis, the god of the underworld; 


we may note the speliing ‘Lear' as compared with 'Leir' on p. 97. 
Intended, maybe, as a hint of the anglicizing of Britain. 
There are two rhythms in this song of the seamen: one is that 
of ‘What shall we do with a drunken sailor?!, and the other ? 
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y'r panzered lover : cf. the armed lover of pp. 86-7, show- 
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dog-vane: (useful, because of the dog and hunt image), 'a 
small vane, made of thread, cork and feathers, or buntin, placed 
on the weather gunwaleto show the direction of the wind. (Smyth)! 
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'myth' is a word that David uses frequently - not, to my mind, 
always correctly, though it might be better to say that he does 
not always use it in a normal way. A writer is entitled to use 
a particular word in a special sense, so long as he makes it 
clear that he is doing so, and in what sense he is doing so. 
The trouble arises when others adopt the word from Dsevid and 
use it either in their own or in the normal sense; for when they 
do this they detract from the ‘harsh and uncomprising histor- 
icity' of David's view of Christianity and therefore of man. <~ 
D.'s view of 'myth' is illustrated by the following from a let- 
ter. He has been speaking of the vagueness with which the word 
'mystic' is used, and continues: ' ,. . . not indeed quite see 
(I have in mind those who reject adherence to the 
Christian faith and yet say that they ‘accept the 
Christian myth'.) 
as bad as the wort myth, for that is about the limit in loss 
of meaning. The S.0.D., the only Dict. I have here, starts off 
in defining “myth" as (i) ®" a purely fictitious narrative", a 
bloody lie in fact.' David's 'loss of meaning' is, of course, 
a begsing of the question. He can say that there is a loss of 


meaning between the Greek mythos and our myth, only by attirbu- 


ting to the former a meaning it never bore, which he wants to 
S 

attach to the latter. The whole series of meaning that belongs 
—i~ 


to mythos centres on the mere word, the story, the fiction. 


We use myth, it is true, in a more precise sense than that 
contained in sentences such as, ‘He said he'd won the D.C.M. 
but it was a pure myth'; but in that case we adhere to a more 
exact definition - that, for example, given by H.J. Rose in 
the Oxford Classical Dictionary: 

'This (the myth proper) may be defined as a pre-csientific 

XY 
and imaginative attempt to explain some phenomenon, real or 
suvposed, which excites the curiosity of the myth-maker, or 
perhaps more accurately as a effort to reagh a feeling of sat- 
isfaction in place of uneasy bewilderment concerning such phe- 
nomena.'! 


Ly 


Compared wxth this, the 'bloody lie' is, of course a febase- 


ment; but the definition quoted embraces only a part of what 


(myth 2) 4b 
D, has in mind. Imagination, explanation, mental satis- 
faction: these are included in David's myth. The third we 
“ 

recognise iW his acceptance of Saunders Lewis's phrase about 
the ‘ass 'making sense of everything'; the second when he 
praises a legend (in which a myth is enclosed) for being 
‘straight, exact, rational and true', and that in spite of 
the explanation's not being the fruit of discursive reason 
applied scientifically - which gives you an entirely differ- 
ent sort of explanation. And the first element in that def- 
inithon, the imagination, touches the most important element 
in David's myth, the working off the human spirit upon the 
material provided by the universe Bend 2 which it draws 
upon infinite depths of the individual and collective sub- 
conscious and unconscious - working in such a way as to 
produce something that is rightly called made, an artefact 
and not a mere fiction: or, if you prefer so to put it, a 
fiction which is an artefact. 

ft is this insistence on the artefacture of the myth 
(for the work of man's art has a being higher than the being 
of the concrete upon which it works) which gives the word the 
commanding force David attaches to it: so that for him myth 
is truth expressed in artefacture, the truth of the former 
consisting in the being of the latter. And it is here that 
his use coincides with the Christian use of 'mystery', so 
that what, in pre-Christian times, was 'mere' myth becomes, 
when Christianised, the revelation of mystery. This theme is 
worked out in detail in Hugo Rahner's book referred to earlier. 

David's own suspicion of the word'myth' is shown by his 
frequent use of 'mythos', 'mythus', his acceptance, even, of 
'mythe' as a possible alternative, and, most strikingly, by 
the phrase that occurs more than once in his essays 'the Chrsit- 

{\ most 


ian myht or mystery’. 
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David feequently, and particularly when beginning a 


passage, uses 'he' or ‘his', to indicate that while 

he has an individual in mind, that individual is to 

be regarded as typical. The only section of The Anathemata 
that does not open in this way is 'Mabinog's Litur- 

gy', Thus: 'Middle-Sea and Lear}Sea', since they dragged 
him (where, it must be admitted the 'he' is a distinct, 
named, parsjon, too - Hector); 'Angle-land', Did he strike 
soundings 3; 'Redriff', or did he; 'The lady od the Pool', 
Did he meet Lud; 'Keel, Kam, Stauros', Did he hear them 
bawling ; 'Sherthursdaye and Venus Day', He that was her 
son (again with added, named, precision: but the name is 


that of the supreme type). 
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We owe mumpsimus to Henry VIII: 'Some', he said, ‘be 
too stiff in their old mumpsimus, others be too busy 
and curious in their sumpsimus.' He was referring to 
the sbory of the unlettered priest who would always 


$a 


¢éAA ‘Quod ore mumpsimus, pura mente capiamuys. . .' 
d 
instead of 'Quog ore sumpsimus ...' (What we have 
taken by mouth, may we receive with a pure mind), in 
the prayer after his communion: when corrected, he 
will 

said 'I 4KATZ not change my old mumpsimus for your 
new sumpsimus.' D., who was vastly amused by this 


story, may well have had@ it in mind when he wrote of 


'groping S¥NLKY syntax'. 


DA 


SA 
The exact nature of the epiklesis and of #K its rela- 
tion to the ‘words of institution' was for many centuries 
a matter for controversy between the Latin and Greek 
Churches: the literature dealing with this is vast. The 
question is well summarised in Gustave Martelet's Re- 


Tt? 


‘X 
surrection, Eucharistie et Genese de l'homme, pp.161-71, 


of which an English translation is being published. 


the holy and venerable hands: the prayer, referred to in 
D.'s note, which precedes the consecration of the wine, 
runs thus: ' Simili modo, postquam coenatum est,(he takes 
up the chalice with both hands) accipiens et hunc prae- 
clarum Calicem in sanctas, ac venerabiles manus suas: item 
(he bows his head) tibi gratias agens, (holding the Chalice 
in his left hand, he makes the sign - i.e. of the Cross - 
over it with his right hand) bene + dixit, deditque discip- 
ulis suis, dicens: Accipite, et bibite ex eo omnes.! ‘In 
the same way, when supper was done, taking up this noble 
Cup |too into his holy and venerable hands, and giving thabks 
to you, he blessed + it and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
Take it, and let all of you drink from it.! 

In David's use of these words, we may note that the hands 
of the priest, or even of 'he' in foretime, are, rightly id- 
entified with the hands of Christ: and secondly, that he has 
incorporated the significant act of taking up and lifting; 
and thirdly that he insists on the efficacy of the Sign, as 


being more than 'symbolic'. 
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Here, as so often, there is a corresponding Biblical 
image: Whsdom 14.1, ' Again, another designing to sail, 
and beginning to make his voyage through the raging waves, 
calleth upon a piece of wood more frail than the wood 
that carrieth him', i.e. the carved image of a titelary 


deity, the making of which has been described in ch. 


15. 


Romano Guardini: 'To live liturgically is, with the 
support of grace and the guidance of the Church, to 
become a living work of art before the face of God, 
with no other aim than to be and live in the presence 
of God' ... and Martelet refers to this as a 'plea 


for gratuitous existence’. 
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In a letter of 10 September 1974, David, after carefully Hig 4 

distinguishing the various voyages, says that he has seen 

referenees to 'a "mystic ship" that appears to have the 

Aegean for its point of departure, to call at the port 

of Athens & then makes for the Scillies, as the ancients 

considered those islands to be the place for tin, and then 

ventured up the whole length of the Channel, round the 

Kentish promontory & up the Last Coast of England. Whereas 

each ££/#NE voyage of the three was intended to be seen in 

perfectly factual terms. That isnwhy I was so glad you 

pointed out quite clearly that a space ofmmany c nturies 

separates Middle-Sea and Lear-Sea from Angle-Land, for un- 

less the distinction is) cleam te’ the reader, well, it is 

incomprehensible indeed & "mystic" indeed. All are in one 

way or another involved in the coming from the Middlessea 

& the lands either along its shores or at some remove such as 

Mesopotamia & Upper Egypt & the Euxine, ' was his dam in 

far Colchis abed' & 'did an Argo's Grogram sire him' (p.96), 

but 467d 'Old Grog' gave me a slight pace towards Nelson & 

his tars which I wanted to bring in much later, & to what 

I asked of Mike R. as to where the Captain stood in relation 
end 

to the 4¢46x%d mate at the wheel - That's the bugger of my 

perverse way of writing - the answer to some question may not 

be AXské/ given until much later - as for example 'He's drain- 


2 


ed it again. & again they brim it' Brim what? not answered 
Qh) 


(Ey es 


until the end of section VI Keel, Ram, Stauros, (page 168). Of 
course in what I think is called an ontological sense there is 


only one voyage . I mean as when the Church says (or used to!) 


that what is oblated in the sacrament of the altar is the same 


as what was, under the signum of real, substantial, mortal 
flesh of the flesh of Mair, puella et mater yn y preseb 

and the same ashe oblated himself at the Supper ... onto- 
logically all this and these actions where argosy id predi- 


cated of one voyage and one_ vine-juice skipper . f 
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'He (the priest) does in another form what the painters in ZG K 
the caves of Lascaux already did for their fellows, only 

now a nstastialty' (the last word might well be italicised) 

- Peter Levi in WesyYminster Cathedral at David's Requiem. 

He then quoted this passage, and asked, 'Is it very remote 

to illuminate the early emergence of man on this planet 
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from what we understand of the Mass?', 
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here is a designed ambiguity in the first half of Ge 
First, the: is > identification « the last) of the cave-diellers 
vi y a sheep of the fold; ant this lies 0 
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The words are a 'preface' to the Canon of the Mass, when 
the tiny wafer is consecrated, and the contrast between the 
pathetic fragility of the visible sign and the massive pow- 
er ofmthe mystery has long been emphasised. Hugo Rahner 
writes ifflthis connection: 'Does not the real secret of every 
mystery lie in its cimplicity? ,/and surely his qnhestion goes 
a?) to the root of the matter. It hee aways the simple primitive 
human things that are used as symbols: ears of grain, a blos- 
soming tree, washing, the life-giving union of the sexes, light, 
darkness, sun and moon,and there is in their very simplicity 
a quality of the self-explanatory and self-sufficient which 
actually makes the, more, and not less, apt vehicles for ex- 
pressing the inexpressible (arrhéton), the unspekable, (aick- 
laleton) of that which their use in the mystery is ae to 
convey. Now thisnfundamental character is repeated in the mys- 
tery of the cross, though at a different level, and though 
divine action has made the actual content of the mystery into 
something entirely new - the human death, the blood, the 
wound, the primitively simple chape of the crossed pieces of 
ee wood (cf. below, the eross made by D. as child). .. all 
t these are Sheth: epee - « e« kn which the mystery hides itself, 
so that through thenslight thing which is the visible symbol 
we behold the glory that embraces the world.' (Greek Myths 


and Christian pee? 2 p. 48.) 
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The invisible through the visible: cf. also Gustave “ar- 
Sa Resurrection, - eucharistie et peed de l'homme ,p. 

13- 3, 'We live ina Aworld of symbol, and family life, 

Like’ social life, is the daily untangling of a skein of 

Signs in which lovem not without difficulty, gradually 
transforms our humble estate. Scientists, too, are caught 

up ih a world of signs. From atoms to stars, they encode, 

they cipher, they register. The computers on which they rely 
operationally cannot work without 'symbols', for which 

they have an insatiable appetite. If we go back in time, the 
ior aeeee is looking for Wa way of handling all the ele- 
ments of the world ZA/ that will again be symbolic. Earth, 
air, fire, water, the mountain, the sun and the moon, the 

four cardinal points, the centre, the rainbow, the serpent, 
trees and birds, everything has served for the passage from 
one domain to the other. We can hardly find a single eletent 
that has not, some time, made that leap from its natural orbit 
to express something quite different from what it appears to 
express by itself. Suppose we turn to the Church: there, too, in 
a way that some find over-simple, symbol is ready to greet and 
enclose us. The cross, the water, the bread and wine, the 
light, Mee tive stone and the spoken word, all these 


are the sign of a world which exists only be being indirectly 


invoked,.! 
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40. 


hade: ‘is a miner's term, also used by geologists. It means 


a deviation from the vertical. A 'normal' fault in geological 

strata is said 'to hade to the down-throw', an ‘abnormal fault' 

vice versa'.' (D. in letter). The corresponding inclination to the 

horizontal is the 'dip'. The 'downthrow'is the vertical displacement 
of the fractured strata; in the 'upcast' ('upthrow') the displacement 
is upwards; ‘'fault' is used of any fracture in the rock which 

causes displacement. These displacements are marked by symbols on 
eological maps. Here, and in The Sleeping Lord, the reader will be 


well served by such a map. 


Page 75 
The argument is continued: man's development is meaningless 

unless the supreme man holds deat those same symbols and forms 
t 2 be J 2 { 2 / 
which man has venerated since 'fore-time. How else we: how could 
we exist as fully human, had not ‘the ichthyic sign' shone upon 
man and hig works throughout all time, had not the ‘New Light! 
(cf. p. 73) shone 'athwart the fore-times'? or he, himself? the 
incarnate Christ, who is called He-with-us, that is, Emmanuel 
(Matthew 1.23, looking back to Isaiah vii, 14). 

because he did not abhor the uterus: the singing ef these 
tremendous words from the Te Deum, with the majestie emphasis of 

: ee : , 

the Solempes chant, should be in the reader's mind: 'Tu ad 
likeranéum suscepturus hominem, nom horruisti Virginis uterum' = 
'that you might take on manhood, to set man free, you did not 


shrink from the womb of the Virgin'. D.'s abhor, as he expects 


the reader to understand, depends entirely upon, and derives a 
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4l. 


foree it would not normally have, from Latin horruigti. 


er 


uberal forms: only D.'s obeliquity of approach could give this 
fresh tenderness to the comparison of rounded hill-form and the girl's 


breast. 


How can we represent Mary if the line 


a/ GE, 


of descent does not run true from the 'Willendorf Venus' to Christian 
Rome? And so, too, with his liturgy and the man whom we ‘already 

and first of all discern... ' Im asking this of the ‘clerks! of 
Rome, Oxford and Cambridge, the poet uses a favourite device of the 
alternation or reversal of pattern: so here the legend on the 

device of the Clarendon Press, Oxford, is given in English (that have 


the Lord for your light: 'Deminus illuminatio mea', from Psalm 26) 


while the Cambridge University Press legend is left in Latin. 


2) y ee , 
types Febae tT Meee, 


Pages 76-7 


~ 

QO The argument continues. We have already (on page 65) had the 

\ anamnesis of all human kind and the metaphor of the shepherd (page 66); 
5 this is now developed in mare detail, the necessary clues being provided 


by note 1 on page 76. 


egregius reminds us that we are in Romanized Britain, ‘egregius' 


a11a@, G 


being a title applied to public officers of high rank; similarly, we 


See eal 


meet 'Clarissimus' in D's work, cf. p.&& and note. 


— against the white wattles: Jacok, im Genesis xxx, 'took him rods of 


green poplar, and of the hazel and chestnut tree, and pfilled white strakes 
in them, and made the white appear', so that he might have more speckled 
sheep to count as his own. 'I was actually thinking more of how the 
Welsh hill-farmers at the sheep=-dipping count them against the white 
wattles.' (D) 

Long note on wattles in the Kensington Mass. 


at 


Pn 


by_ his Proserpine to himself. We may remember, too, that Iris was 


sent (Aeneid iv. 693ff) to cut a golden lock from Dido's head; for 
Dido's death at her own hand was untimely, and 'nondum illi flavum 
Preserpina vertice crinem Abstulerat' - Proserpina had not yet cut 
the golden loek from her head. 'Im a sacrifice the hair of a victim 
was first removed and offered as a first-fruit; and when men die at 
the appointed time, Proserpina herself cuts off a lock of hair... 
but she could not do this for the untimely dead' (Prof. Austin on 
iv. 698). ‘At the appointed time! supports D.'s bold relation ef 
Proserpina to ‘that death which is "shown forth" and "recalled" in 
the eucharist' - of all deaths the most ‘appointed’. 

D. often returns to the sacrifice of ‘himself to himself! ef. 
pe 225, and ‘himself to himself / on the Windy Tree', with note, in 
The Fatigue (The Sleeping Lord, pp. 32-3). In a note on the Vergilian 
passage, Conington mentions the story of Nisus and Scylla. This may 
be going rather far afield, but the story is so anathematie (if that 
word he permitted ) that it may be worth having at the back of one's 
mind. Minos, king of Crete, angered by the murder, at the hands of 
the Athenians, of his son Androgeos (soon we shall be back with Theseus 
and Ariadne in the labyrinth, and so to the gammadion'd castle’ of Troy 


and the Anathemata), invaded Attica. He besieged Megara, which was 


defended by its king Nisus, whose safety and prosperity depended upon 
the integrity of a certain yellew lock of hair upon his head. His 
daughter Seylla, peering over the ramparts, became enamoured of the 
besieger and cut the leck from the head of her sleeping father = to 
her own destruction, as well as his; for Minos rejected her love, and 
she killed herself, like Dido, in her grief; and her father, too, 
rather than fall into the hands of his enemies, died by his own hand. 


Nisus, in the form of a hawk (or a cormorant) still pursues Scylla in 


the form of a lark (or a fish). 


that quested the hog: the subject of another, later, enlargement, 
The Hunt, which is printed in The Sleeping Lord, and which D. can be 
heard reading in an ‘Argo’ record. What D. says about the Hunt in the 
note which accompanies the record, is applicable here — particularly since 
he introduces the ‘procedure from the known to the unknown!,. 'In The 
Hunt I tried to evoke something of the feel of the stress, urgency and 
effort of the War—bands of the Island led by an Arthur figure in pursuit 
of their formidable quarry across the whole of southern Wales. What 
distinguishes this native prose-tale from the subsequent great medieval 
Arthurian Romance-cyeles is its vivid sense of the particular, of locality 
and site. The exact topography and terrain is in strong contrast with 
the vague and generalized topography of the Romances. Though the theme 
itself is a commoh mythological theme stretching back to remote prehistory, 
here in this Welsh tale, its setting is a knowable, factual, precisely 
defined tract of country. In short, for all its marvels and numinous 
powers, its many strata, its narration “proceeds from the known to the 
unknown" = a sound aesthetic principhe.' What D. says of Culhwch and 


Olwen could be said of his own treatment of topography. 


the deg Teby: ‘Yes, certainly, "dog Toby" from the book you mention 
(Tristram Shandy), but also because so many dogs were called Teby when I 
was young, and as with the John Peel hounds mentioned, it, "Teby", and 
such=like pet dogs no less than great Argos and Cerberus ete. could not 
be but for the "mesolithic" developments.' (D., in letter) 

the flew'd sweet thunder... A Midsummer Night's Dream, Act iv, 
se. 1: (this has Crete - Ida - sweet thunder —- flew'd, but I must get 
First Folio spelling). Not far behind this lies, too, the ‘odora canun 


vis' - sharp-noseé@ hound=-strength =— of Aeneas and Dide's hunting scene 


(Aeneid iv. 132). 


43. 


Page 7 
kitchen midden archaeologists use the term 'midden' and delight 
in these ancient sources of evidence, with the information they give of 


the human inhakitants. 


splendour of forms: the scholastic splendor formae as an attrikute 


of the beautiful. 


pp. 78-9 (heve—agein-cfs Peter_Levi in 'Tabret') 

How else: repeating the argument, put so forcikly throughout 
this section, and expressed in similar terms earlier (p. 75, 'How else 
her iconography'), that all that has gone before, in image, symbol, 
and artefacture, can have no meaning if it is net assumed into the 
supreme and mysterious artefact of incarnation (p. 75: 'Hew else we? 
for he, himself? / whose name is called He-with-us'F<and ef.spe 226, 
‘How else the dawn deployment! ) and the offering of self to self. 

To this we return in the final section, with (p. 243) 'Hew else be 

: od 
coupled of this Wanderer... if not by this Viander's / <own death's 
monument?! There the argument is finally reinforced by the poet's 
contradiction of Milton (in the Hymn_on the Morning of /Christ's Nativity). 
Anubis is not to haste, for he leads to a 'Lord's body'. 

Argog: the death of Odysseus's faithful dog, who lived just long 
enough to recognise his master by gesture of tail and ear, and then 
died ‘in the twentieth year! since Odysseus left for Troy, is recounted 
in Odyssey xvii. 290 = 327. 

How Ranter_or True: John Peel, ‘Ranter and Ringwood, Bellman and 
True', Cf The Kensington Mass (of hunters) ‘in their coats ef grey' - 


ee es 


the eolour of John Peel's coat. 
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45. 


pitiless bronze: is the Homeric neles chalkog. 


Page 81 
of 
The final re-calling of all men returns to the recalling/"him 

daily, at the Stone!, 

Terramare should read Terramara. 

hig Mantuan: Romulus is said to have built the original ‘Square 
Rome! (Roma Quadrata) on the Palatine Mill ('the Quadrilateral 
Plan'); and here the poet is saying that without the Terramara culture 


there would have been no Rome and no Aeneid. The reference to Vergil 


ie 
(the Mantuan) is the more pointed in that his birthplace was near 

the mouth of the Po. The 'he' to which 'his' refers is the recurring 
'he' of this section, whose ‘perpetual light’ and 'New Light! 
illuminates the invisible through the visible. 

Yerramara, or terremare, etc., the ‘Quadrilateral Plan', is 
dealt with at length in Stuart Jones's Companion to Reman History- 
much used by Dt - i anyofle wants mofe detail. 

servos: D. uses the old form of the nominative, for servus = 
as Vergil often prefers olli to illi, etc. 


—— 


tiam: Domine, famulorum famularumque tuarum (the names 


follew) qui nos praecesserunt cum signo fidei = remember also, Lord, 
thy servants .. . who have gone before us with the sign of faith: and 
Nobis quogue peccatoribus, and to us sinners grant some share and 
fellowship with thy holy apostles and martyrs, with John... (and 


aa bd 4 ° \ Q 7 
others, including Felicity - p. 82). Both these are prayers from the 


Canon of the Mass. 


like John is: "Yes, deliberate colloquialism contrasted with "as" is 


Felicity. More dapple (this is a good word for D.'s interweaving of quality, 


texture, mood, style). Also one can, if you like, read Felicity as a play 


ce) 


n “felicity” and read it as meaning “As John is, which it is felicity te 


think of?.*((D. in a letter).) Just as a secondary idea. 
| ie pees, / 


Si Sit ve 


dark humus spread: this, for which we must thank the ‘essential ‘and 


eS 


Page 82 


labouring worm! is what the earth's long history has led up to, the 
possibility of agriculture = and so culture - which can produce hig barlies, 
so that in 'your Bread' the ‘efficacious sign' may be held up. 

"Yes, I did read Darwin on The Formation of Vegetable Mould through the 
action of worms, for all Darwin's works were in Mr Carlile's House. 

See note on p. 82 of The Anathemata. A pity old Darwin did not have a 


glimpse of what even Milton, in his blindness, gave a hint at.! (D.) 


» 


Looking back on this first part, we may admire the statement of 
themes, their repetition in various forms, and their interweaving, whicl 
remind us of the construction of an elaborate piece of music, or of the 
emergence of a pattern on the loom. 

Thus, the epigraph at the head of page 49 introduces the theme of 
cosmic eyeles, to be repeated on pp. 44, 55-8, 63ff., 66-74: this is 
blended with the second,'ritual', theme, the 'greping syntax! and 'pre= 
application’, which we meet at the very beginning, and which re=appears on 
ppe 59, 74-7 (the pagination is only approximate, for there is considerable 
over-lap). These two themes are closely inter-linked, for the development 


of man-theeartifex is described as parallel to the development of Tellus the 


pread-giver. And that again leads (page 51) to the theme of the ‘upper room’ 


the symbol of the bread, and the offering of self to self — repeated on 
page 58. Accompanying this is the ship theme (to re-appear in later 
sections of the poem). Embedded in the 'evolutionary' or 'fore-time' themes, 
we have that of the hill, the naturally formed hill and the 'gammadion'd 
castle'. (We may note, too,that this - being centred on Troy - will lead 
into the ship-and-voyaging themes, through Aeneas, Rome, and Britain). 
The human half of the evolutionary themes introduces that of the shepherd 
and the care of all the flock, and this again leads back to the ‘ritual’ 
theme, with the anamnesis of all who have gone before - taking us back, 
in fact to the inscription which faces the opening of the poem. We now 
see how well the key fits, which we are given on page 45, in the form 

of the endless circular story of our childhood, 'It was a dark and stormy 
night. « « ' This will have become even more apparent by the end 

of the last section, when we return to the 'How else' argument of pages 
75 -9, and conclude with a reaffirmation of continuity from "him making 


this other! (in the opening line of the poem) to him who was ‘recumbent 
> rr 


at the garnished supper’. 


